
 
 

  

 

  

 

   

   

Worship Schedule 

SUNDAY 

9.30 am      
Worship  
(English) 

11.15am 
Bible Class  
(English) 

3.45pm  
Bible Class  
(Mandarin) 

5.00pm       
Worship  
(Mandarin) 

7.00pm 
Worship 
(English) 

THURSDAY 

7.45pm     
Bible Class  
(English/Mandarin) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Elders 
Bro Jimmy Lau 
Bro Lee Tian Seng 
Bro Michael Yeo 

Deacons 
Bro Benjamin Tan 
Bro Henry Leow 
Bro Jerry Cheong 

Preachers 
Bro Alvin Lin 
Bro Ernest Lau 

Administrator 
Sis Goh Ser Ern 
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Jdg 12:1  And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and went 

northward, and said unto Jephthah, Wherefore passedst thou over to fight against 

the children of Ammon, and didst not call us to go with thee? we will burn thine 

house upon thee with fire. 

After the victory was won over the Ammonites, the tribe of Ephraim, ever jealous of 

any rival and claiming the supremacy, threatened Jephthah: "Wherefore passedst 

thou over to fight against the children of Ammon, and didst not call us to go with 

thee? We will burn thine house upon thee with fire" (Jdg 12:1). This is not the first 

time the tribe of Ephraim sought a quarrel with their brethren when the battle was 

over. They did the same when Gideon defeated the Midianites and said the same words 

to Gideon (Jdg 8:1). 

Jephthah did not display Gideon's magnanimity in dealing with their perversity. Gideon 

spoke kindly to the Ephraimites and esteemed them more highly than himself, and thus 

avoided a conflict (Jdg 8:2-3). Jephthah was a “gangster”, having grown up with the vain 

fellows. He would not be threatened. He would fight when provoked. He didn’t have 

nice words to say like Gideon. His answer to the Ephraimites, if I might paraphrase it: 

“I did call you but you didn’t come to help us. You want to burn my house? You want to 

fight with me? I’ll beat you up if you dare do it.” (Jdg 12:2-3, in my own words, JL). 

Gideon’s soft answer turned away wrath but Jephthah’s grievous words stirred up 

anger (Pro 15:1). The Ephraimites answered in kind: “Ye Gileadites are fugitives of 

Ephraim among the Ephraimites, and among the Manassites” (Judg 12:4).  

"Fugitives" is a term of social reproach. It suggests one is a criminal, an outcast, and has 

to flee from his home. It touched the nerves of Jephthah. He was considered an outcast, 

an illegitimate son of a harlot, was chased out by his brethren and had to flee from them 



 
 

(Jdg 11:2-3). The Ephraimites were in a way insinuating that the Gileadites were 

illegitimate sons as Jephthah. 

Of course, since they couldn’t talk as men, they fought as men. They fought and the 

Ephraimites lost the battle and were themselves fugitives. “They who first flung the 

taunt "fugitives" perished as fugitives at the hands of those they taunted” (quote, Pulpit 

Comm). 

What was wrong with the Ephraimites? Jephthah was now a conqueror over the 

common enemies of Israel, and they should have come to congratulate him, and return 

him the thanks of their tribe for the good services he had done. But, no words of thanks 

and harsh words instead! 

“People who cannot improve a work can criticise it… There is no reason to believe that 

the men of Ephraim showed any willingness to join with Jephthah till after his great 

success. Weak and selfish people who will not enter into any enterprise until they see it 

has succeeded are plentiful enough, but they are worthless. The true men are they who 

will advocate the right cause when it is at a low ebb, when it is unpopular, when it seems 

doomed to failure, when the service of it involves risk and loss… SELFISH PEOPLE ARE 

MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR OWN SHARE IN THE HONOUR OF A GREAT 

ENTERPRISE THAN ABOUT THE SUCCESS OF IT. The men of Ephraim do nothing to 

encourage Jephthah; they are only anxious to share his honour.” (HOMILIES BY W.F. 

ADENEY). 

Words, words, words; many fight over words. If one has no good thing to say about a 

work, please say nothing at all. “Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth 

great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!” (James 3:5). 

The scripture is right: “A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir 

up anger” (Pro 15:1). The Ephraimites should have simply congratulated Jephthah 

when he returned home victorious. Jephthah could have answered them nicely like 

Gideon.  

Let us mind our words. Speak good words of encouragement and praises whenever we 

can and if we have nothing good to say, then, say nothing at all. “Let your speech be 

alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer 

every man” (Col 4:6). 



 
 

 

Teaching Youth the Work Ethic 
Adapted from Wayne Jackson 

(Taken from https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/785-teaching-youth-the-work-ethic) 

My father was not a Christian. Occasionally, he expressed doubt about the existence of 

God. I never heard him pray, and he never taught the Bible to me. But I loved him and 

he loved me. He did teach me some important values, not the least of which was the 

worth of honest, diligent labor. In other words, the dignity of hard work. I shall always 

be grateful to my parents for teaching me something about the ethics and rewards of 

honest work. I would like to pass along some of the work principles that I think would 

serve well the youth of this day. 

Learn to Work 

Do not allow your children to simply sit around, wasting an inordinate amount of time 

watching TV, playing video games, and immersing themselves in every conceivable 

sport, etc. 

A parent may boast, “My son ‘lettered’ in four sports.” I can tell you this. He did not 

“letter” in learning how to work and help pay his own way at the same time. 

There is more to life than playing — though one would scarcely know it by watching 

some adults! Recreation is intended to “re-create after vigorous labor. It should be 

engaged in moderation, not in obsession. 

Learn to Earn 

Do not give your children everything on a silver platter as if they were royalty within 

your home. They should learn responsibility. It will not hurt them to do chores, or (if 

old enough) get a part-time job to help pay for their clothes, their own recreational 

activities, etc. 



 
 

Is it any wonder that many young adults continue to run to daddy and mommy for 

every conceivable need — even after they’ve left home — if indeed they ever do leave 

(see Gen. 2:24)? 

Honesty Is the Best Policy 

Teach your youngsters the value of honest work. Employers recognize and diligently 

seek men and women of integrity. Train your children in the principle of quality labor 

for fair pay. 

And a part of honesty is doing your best. A good person will do good work. He or she 

will not turn out a shoddy product in the interest of “getting on” with some personal 

pursuit. 

Moreover, they will put in a full day’s work for a day’s pay. These concepts will result 

in rich dividends in your child’s adult life. Employers today are searching for workers 

who are drug-free, honest, and diligent. 

Learn to Be Happy in Labor 

Encourage your offspring to look toward a vocation in which they can be happy. What 

a dismal life it must be to arise each morning and head off to a job that is despised — 

no matter how much it pays. Such can make human existence miserable. 

At the same time, children must be taught that no job will be without its discouraging 

times. One has to learn that you take the rough with the smooth, and learn and grow 

thereby. One sees so many young adults who bounce from one job to another, ever 

seeking to “find” themselves. Seemingly, some never do. 

Work Is for Family 

Teach your children that a vocation that allows him or her to have quality family time 

is more important than a high-wage position where one is out of town most of the time. 

Some wives complain because their husbands are on the road so much, yet they revel 

in the things those super-incomes can obtain. 

The lack of precious time with your children can never be retrieved when they are gone 

from your home. 

Working unto the Lord 

The most important thing that a parent can train his child to recognize is the fact that 

his occupation needs to be consistent with a Christian life. 



 
 

Welcome to the family! 

We are happy to welcome bro 

Clement Lim into the family of 

God! He was baptised on 29 

November 2018 at the premises 

of Jurong church of Christ. He will 

be placing membership with us at 

LAPCOC! His particulars are as 

follows: 

 

Name: Lim Say Neng, Clement 

Birth date: 17 March 1972 

Baptism date: 29 November 2018 

Mobile: 9757 3775 

Email: violinbite@gmail.com 

Guide your youngsters away from vocations that are questionable in ethics, or that tend 

to create tempting situations. Train them to plan toward an occupation in which they 

can devote quality time to the church, attending at least most of the services, and being 

able to assume responsibilities that work for the welfare of the congregation as a whole. 

Quips like, “I just don’t have the time to serve as a deacon,” or “My schedule simply will 

not allow me to teach a class,” are common in the body of Christ. 

Service to Christ should be the most driving force in one’s life (Mt. 6:33). 

Designed for Work 

Finally, reflect upon this. The work ethic was given to man in the garden — even before 

the original Fall. 

“And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and 

to keep it”(Gen. 2:15). 

From that early time, responsible spiritual people have acknowledged that whatever 

one’s secular vocation may be, ultimately, God is the Supervisor for whom they labor 

(Eph. 6:5-6), and he is to be glorified thereby. 

Remember also that the Son of God was a carpenter before he became a preacher. How 

satisfying it must have been to have owned a piece of furniture made with those 

diligent hands! 

 

  

Travelling (Pray for safety) 
1. Bro John, bro Benjamin Kwan, bro Alvin Lin, bro 

Jeshua, bro Alan, sis Amberlyn & sis Elsa will be 

travelling to Malaysia for the YDP. Bro Benjamin & sis 

Amberlyn will return on 20 Dec while the rest will be 

travelling around KL till 26 Dec. 

2. Bro Joel & sis Grace Lee in Perth till 17 Dec 

3. Bro Benjamin Tan & family in Hong Kong till 18 Dec 

4. Bro Kwan in China & Taiwan till 18 Dec 

5. Sis Rhui Yin & family in San Francisco to visit her 

sister till 21 Dec 

6. Sis Tingwei in Tasmania, Australia, till 23 Dec 

7. Sis Michelle in Vietnam for immersion program till 3 

Jan.  

8. Bro Peter Chin, sis Pooi Fun will be in Malaysia and 

Perth till 30 Dec. 



 
 

Guests last week 

1. Kenny Kee (sis Debbie’s husband) 

2. Kelvin Kuan (sis Eunice’s friend) 

3. Meyske (sis Debbie’s helper) 

Bereavement 

Our deepest condolences to sis Shermin & her 

family over the loss of her aunt on 12 Dec. 

Please pray for the bereaving family as they 

grieve over the loss of their loved one. 

There will be a short 

briefing for all going 

for the YDP TODAY 

in the Foundation 

classroom after the 

Bible class. 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

NEWS 

Morning Worship @ 9.30am  16-Dec-18 23-Dec-18 30-Dec-18 
Song Leader  Jeremy Kwan Amos Yang Benedict Yo 

Opening Prayer Leader  Michael Yeo Danny Poo Peter Chin 
Psalms Text  Psa 80:10-19 Psa 81:1-16 Psa 82:1-8 

Preacher  Benjamin Kwan Benjamin Tan Ernest Lau 
Lord’s Supper Text  Mat 26:26-29 Isa 53:4-9 Php 2:5-11 

Lord’s 
Supper 
Servers 

Scripture Reader Marc Wee Axel Chee Nicodemus Oey 
Prayer: Bread Lim Poh Teng Victor Lee Henry Chee 

Prayer: Fruit of Vine Farand Lim Paul Lim Kenneth Quek 
Prayer: Offering Martyn Gostelow Joel Lee Charlie Teo 

Assistant Yew Tian Geng Jose Cardoza Ng Wei Xiang 
Foundation Class Justin Kwan Arthur Yap Lau Jeng Sang 

Announcer  Jimmy Lau Timothy Ng Alvin Lin 

Greeters  
Constance Lau Lim Poh Im Ludina Carrido 

Wu Wenyu Shum Chee Ming Susan Cheong 
Evening Worship @ 7pm  

Song Leader & O.P. Ernest Lau Benedict Yo Timothy Ng 
Speaker Alvin Lin Henry Leow Jerry Cheong 

Lord’s Supper, Giving & C.P. Lim Poh Teng Ling Leong Dak Martyn Gostelow 
Thursday Service @ 7.45pm  20-Dec-18 27-Dec-18 

Song Leader  Benjamin Kwan Andy Lin 
Opening Prayer Leader  Kenneth Quek Peter Kwan 
Closing Prayer Leader  Benjamin Tan Reuben Lim 

 

MEN-TO-SERVE SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday Bible Class 

The Need for Knowledge 
by bro Timothy Ng 

 

 Birthday of the week 
17 Dec (Mon) – Alvin Lin 

20 Dec (Thu) – John 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Overseas:  
• Bro Long Jun in China 
• Bro Kenneth Liong and sis Iris in San Francisco 
• Bro Jonathan & sis Joan, sis Farah in UK 
• Sis Shuan Kwee in Hong Kong 
• Bro Kevin in New York for studies 
• Bro Siang Yee in UK for studies 
 
Health 
• Sis Suan Kiang’s, sis Linda’s, sis Molly’s & bro Soon Heng’s health 
• Sis Shermin’s grandmother’s health  
• Sis Germaine’s recovery from her anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) 

surgery. 

 

Pregnancy 
• Sis Christine (Apr’19), sis Mae (May’19) 

NSF 

• Bro Wei Jie, bro Benedict, bro Titus, bro Shawn 

 

Please send any news & 
prayer requests to  

limahpincoc@gmail.com  
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