
 
 

  

 

  

 

   

   

Worship Schedule 

SUNDAY 

9.30 am      
Worship  
(English) 

11.15am 
Bible Class  
(English) 

3.45pm  
Bible Class  
(Mandarin) 

5.00pm       
Worship  
(Mandarin) 

7.00pm 
Worship 
(English) 

THURSDAY 

7.45pm     
Bible Class  
(English/Mandarin) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Elders 
Bro Jimmy Lau 
Bro Lee Tian Seng 

Deacons 
Bro Henry Leow 
Bro Jerry Cheong 

Preachers 
Bro Alvin Lin 
Bro Ernest Lau 

Administrator 
Sis Goh Ser Ern 
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LET US RISE UP AND BUILD 

by bro Alvin Lin 

In the book of Nehemiah, we read of how Nehemiah involved the people in rebuilding 

the walls of Jerusalem, a task of utmost importance for the following reasons. Firstly, 

the rebuilt walls would provide them protection from their enemies (Neh 1:3). 

Without walls, their enemies could invade and pillage them easily, robbing them of a 

sense of security and peace of mind. Secondly, the rebuilt walls would prove God’s 

favour (Neh 1:9). The Jews were scattered among the nations because of their 

unfaithfulness and even though they have been restored to their homeland after 70 

years of captivity, at the back of their minds they could be wondering if God had truly 

forgiven them of their grievous sins. Thirdly, the rebuilt walls would portray God’s 

blessings (Neh 2:20). Perhaps the Jews might question that even if God had forgiven 

them of their sins, would He still bless them as before? These fears and doubts would 

surely be put to rest with the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. True enough, when 

the walls were rebuilt in a mere 52 days (Neh 6:15), even their enemies could 

perceive that “this work was wrought of our God” (Neh 6:16). In this article, we shall 

examine how Nehemiah got the people to rise up and build the walls of Jerusalem and 

learn from him how we too can involve our brethren to rise up and build up the 

Lord’s church, a task of paramount importance for the new congregation that we are 

close to starting, as well as for those who remain in LAP. 



 
 

Interests 

There are some who look beyond themselves and consider the big picture. I think no 

one would have minded repairing the pool of Siloah and the king's garden (Neh 3:15), 

but I can imagine that not many would have volunteered to repair the Tower of the 

Ovens (Neh 3:11), a place of extreme heat, or the Refuse gate (Neh 3:14), a stinky 

place where rubbish was brought out. But someone had to do the “dirty” job and 

kudos to Malchijah and Hashub for doing so. In the church, we are blessed to have 

good brethren who also look beyond their self-interests and seek “the things which 

are Jesus Christ’s” in serving as elders (Php 2:21). While many of us enjoy spending 

time with our families during the weekend, these men spend time preparing lessons 

and attending meetings to agonize over the work of the Lord. While many of us take 

leave for holidays, these men take leave to comfort the bereaved at funeral wakes and 

cremations. No wonder Paul exhorts us to “esteem them very highly in love for their 

work's sake” (1Th 5:13).  

Instead, most would prefer to work in areas that relate to their welfare. Nehemiah 

assigned some to work at locations which relate to their work, with the priests 

building the Sheep Gate, where sheep were brought in for sacrifices (Neh 3:1), and 

Hashabiah making repairs for his own district (Neh 3:17). He also assigned some to 

work at locations which were near their houses (Neh 3:10,23,28-30). He assigned 

others to work at prestigious locations, with another Nehemiah making repairs in 

front of tombs of David and the House of the Mighty (Neh 3:16), and Ezer repairing 

the front of the Ascent to the Armory (Neh 3:19). These men would surely have put 

their best efforts in repairing these sections because it was in their personal interests 

to do so. Sometimes people do not want to serve in the church because we put them 

to serve in areas that they do not have an interest in (e.g. someone who loves children 

might probably enjoy teaching children classes more than visitor classes), so perhaps 

if we can assign them to serve in areas that they have an interest in, more might be 



 
 

willing to be involved in the work of the Lord and they “will not be in rest, until he 

have finished the thing this day” (Rut 3:18). 

Abilities 

There are some who push themselves beyond the comfort zone. Consider Eliashib 

and the priests who built and consecrated the Sheep gate (Neh 3:1). They could very 

well have said that this was the work of the masons and their work was in the temple, 

yet they were willing to learn a different skill set to help in rebuilding the walls. In the 

church, we are blessed to have good brethren who also stretch themselves to help to 

teach and serve in the Chinese congregation. Chinese was my most hated subject in 

school, so these brethren that learn to read and write in Chinese from scratch so as to 

serve the Lord really have my utmost respect.  

Instead, most would prefer to work in areas that relate to their talents. Nehemiah 

assigned some to do building work (Neh 3:2-3), some to do repair work (Neh 3:4), 

and others to do fortification work (Neh 3:8). I would think that probably those who 

had the most experience and knowledge were put to do building work, while those 

who were clueless about building work, such as the goldsmiths and perfumers, were 

put to do something simpler such as repair and fortification work. Sometimes people 

do not want to serve in the church because we put them to serve in areas that are not 

suited to their talents and they become discouraged and give up after awhile (e.g. 

someone who has stage fright might probably enjoy writing articles more than 

teaching Bible classes), so perhaps if we can assign them to serve in areas that are 

suited to their abilities, more might be willing to be involved in the work of the Lord 

(Rom 12:6-8). 

Availability 

There are some who will not lift a finger to help the work, such as the nobles of Tekoa, 

who “put not their necks to the work of their Lord” (Neh 3:5). Perhaps these people 



 
 

thought the menial labour beneath their status, or perhaps they were busy conspiring 

with the nobles of Judah and Tobiah in trying to hinder the work (Neh 6:17 c.f. 2Th 

3:11). In contrast, we see various other groups of people coming together to work for 

God, such as the temple ministers (Neh 3:1,17,22,26,28), civil leaders (Neh 3:9,12,14-

19), businessmen (Neh 3:8,32), even foreigners (Neh 3:2,5,7,13,27) and women (Neh 

3:12). In the church, there might be some that will stubbornly refuse to lift a finger to 

help in church work, but thankfully these are the exceptions rather than the norm, 

and most people do want to be involved in the work of the Lord, be it the church 

workers, leaders, working members, even foreign brethren and ladies. 

However, the underlying issue is more of differing expectations. Of course, some 

sacrifice of time and energy is required in serving God, but we can help brethren to 

become involved by accommodating their schedules and using whoever is available 

and willing to serve. Sometimes people do not want to serve in the church because we 

demand too much from them (e.g. insisting on having Bible class teachers that can 

teach for long durations when they are only able to commit for a few lessons) and we 

do not give them enough opportunities (e.g. always using experienced teachers 

instead of developing and using our young people), so perhaps if we can be more 

understanding and accommodating in assigning them to serve according to their 

availability, more might be willing to be involved in the work of the Lord (1Co 12:21-

22). 

Just as it was important for the people of Nehemiah’s time to rebuild the walls of 

Jerusalem, it is even more important for us as “living stones” to build up the “spiritual 

house”, the church (1Pe 2:5). The physical walls protected the Jews from their 

enemies, but the church provides us protection from the pressures of life (Mat 11:28). 

The physical walls proved God’s favour upon the Jews, but the church proves God’s 

favour upon us (Mat 18:20). The physical walls portrayed God’s blessings upon the 

Jews, but the church portrays God’s blessings in Christ (Eph 1:3). Brethren, we need 



 
 

Guest Last Week 

1. Sis Pearl Jean (Lavender COC) 
2. Gan Sok Ting (bro Reuben’s friend) 
3. Jonalyn F Poalaget  

 
 
 
 

 

‘Fishers of Men’ Course 
Day: Every Friday till 19 Oct  

Time: 7pm – 10pm 
Venue: LAP Auditorium 
Instructor: Bro Barry Hatcher 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Singing Fellowship 
Date: 12 August, Sun (TODAY) 
Time: 1.30pm – 3pm 
Venue: LAP Auditorium 
All are welcome to attend! 

 
 
 
 

 

to rise up and build the Lord’s church, so that the church can fulfil its full potential 

with the “effectual working in the measure of every part” (Eph 4:16). 

As with any work, there will always be 2 kinds of people – those who do not want to 

do their fair share of work e.g. the nobles of Tekoa, who refused to help with the work 

(Neh 3:5) and those who do more work than others e.g. Meremoth, who repaired 

another section of the wall even though it was not his house (Neh 3:4;21), and the 

Tekoites, who repaired another section of the wall even though it was not their city 

(Neh 3:5,27). Brethren, what kind of worker are we? Let us remember that the work 

of the Lord is a “great work” (6:3) and He will “prosper” the work (2:20) so long as we 

all have a “mind to work” (4:6). Let us rise up and build! 

 
 

  
Travelling 

Bro Kevin will be leaving on 18 August for 
further studies to New York, USA. Please keep 
him in prayers for his faith and safety. 
 
 
 



 
 

Blood Drive @ JCOC 
Date: 15 Sep, Sat  

Time: 11am – 5pm 
Venue: Jurong COC (120 Boon 
Lay Drive Singapore 649924) 
 
Please ‘reserve’ your blood 
and register at the link: 
www.bit.ly/jcoc-bdd  

 
 
 
 

 

Combined Ladies Fellowship 
Date: 22 Sep, Sat  

Time: 5pm – 8pm 
Venue: TBC 
Highlights: Lantern Making, 
mooncake-eating and riddle 
solving 
 
Please inform sis Eunice if 
you are interested to attend. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  



 
 

Morning Worship @ 9.30am  12-Aug-18 19-Aug-18 26-Aug-18 
Song Leader  Joel Lee Isaac Chua Alvin Lin 

Opening Prayer Leader  Kenneth Quek John Goh Charlie Teo 
Psalms Text  Psa 72:1-11 Psa 72:12-20 Psa 73:1-14 

Preacher  Jimmy Lau Low Chong Ping Peter Chin 
Lord’s Supper Text  Php 2:5-11 1 Cor 11:23-29 Mar 14:22-25 

Lord’s 
Supper 
Servers 

Scripture Reader Gordon Loo Gavin Cheah Gideon Quek 
Prayer: Bread Andy Lin Benjamin Kwan Jerry Cheong 

Prayer: Fruit of Vine Henry Chee Alvin Chan Danny Poo 
Prayer: Offering Timothy Ng Andy Lin Alan Poon 

Assistant Jose Cardoza Cornelius Lee Melvin Tan 
Foundation Class Lau Jeng Sang Justin Kwan Arthur Yap 

Announcer  Alvin Lin Amos Yang Lee Tian Seng 

Greeters  
Benbin Aspacio Jessica Patete Wang Teng Wee 

Ellen Hernandez Maria Fu Teo Kim Tian 
Evening Worship @ 7pm  

Song Leader & O.P. Amos Yang Kevin Lee Alvin Lin 
Speaker Alvin Lin Amos Yang Reuben Lim 

Lord’s Supper, Giving & C.P. Henry Leow Alvin Chan Lim Poh Teng 
Thursday Service @ 7.45pm  16-Aug-18 23-Aug-18 

Song Leader  Jeshua Lin Andy Lin 
Opening Prayer Leader  Andy Lin Reuben Lim 
Closing Prayer Leader  Danny Poo Kenneth Quek 

 

MEN-TO-SERVE SCHEDULE 

NEWS 

 

 

 

 

Thursday Bible Class 

What A Spouse Can Mean 

to a Marriage 

by bro Jimmy Lau 

  

Birthday of the week 
12 Aug (Sun) –  

Ludina & Germaine 

14 Aug (Tue) – Sarah Ho 

15 Aug (Wed) – Cynthia Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send any news & 
prayer requests to  

limahpincoc@gmail.com  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Overseas:  
• Bro Long Jun in China 
• Bro Kenneth Liong and sis Iris in San Francisco 
• Bro Ernest & sis Stephanie in Palau 
• Sis Shuan Kwee in Hong Kong 
 
Health 
• Sis Suan Kiang’s, sis Linda’s, sis Molly’s & bro Soon Heng’s 

health 
• Sis Alice’s recovery from a closed fracture 
• Sis Boh’s (mother of bro William, sis Kim Choo, sis Suzie, & sis 

Suzanne) recovery from a bone fracture in her nose and some 

swelling of the brain lining 

• Bro Chee Beng & sis Susan's mother from an appendicitis surgery 

 

Pregnancy 
• Sis Stephanie (Dec’18) 

NSF 

• Bro Kevin, bro Wei Jie, bro Benedict, bro Titus 
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